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The year 2020 is an important milestone in the history of the Air
Force of Zimbabwe (AFZ) as it marks 40 years since the founding
of the organisation in 1980 after the attainment of
Independence. The Commander AFZ, Air Marshal Elson Moyo
leads in celebrating this 40" Anniversary with a message that
reﬂects on the journey thus far. In the same vein, we revisit the
historic mass ﬂy past performed by the AFZ at the Zimbabwe
Defence Forces (ZDF) day Celebration in 2019 in order to
understand how the oﬃcers and members were able to execute
the remarkable feat. On a sad note, in July 2020, the AFZ and the
nation lost the former Commander AFZ who, at the time of his
demise, was the Minister of Lands Agriculture and Rural
Resettlement, Air Chief Marshal (Rtd) Perrance Shiri. We feature
a story that celebrates his life and invaluable contributions to
the liberation of Zimbabwe and the growth of the AFZ.
The year 2020 has also seen the outbreak and spread of the
Covid-19 pandemic that has claimed the lives of many people in
Zimbabwe and other parts of the world. The AFZ has responded
to this health threat by contributing to the national eﬀorts to
contain the pandemic and also by implementing measures to
protect its workforce so that they eﬀectively perform their
various duties in line with defending Zimbabwe's airspace and
territorial integrity. This issue features a story that details the
AFZ responses to the pandemic.
Outside the measures to contain the Covid-19 pandemic, the
AFZ has responded to the plight of the disadvantaged
communities by implementing a number of charity
programmes and some of these interventions are featured in
this issue of the magazine.
Information literacy remains an important skill that empowers
u s e r s o f s o c i a l m e d i a a n d o t h e r i n fo r m a t i o n a n d
communication technologies. In this issue we feature two
articles that aim to impart knowledge and information on how
to strike the delicate balance between social media usage and
security concerns.
The AFZ has continued to provide equal opportunities for both
men and women as testiﬁed by the recent promotion of Air
Commodore Winnie Cabby Mandeya and participation of
women in various sporting disciplines.
For these top stories and more, please read this issue of the AFZ
Magazine.
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Air Defence Excellence
COMMANDER AIRFORCE OF ZIMBABWE'S MESSAGE FOR THE 40TH ANNIVESARY COMMEMORATION

E MOYO - Air Marshal Commander Air Force of Zimbabwe
Year 2020 is a major milestone in the proud history of the Air Force of Zimbabwe (AFZ) as we
commemorate our 40" anniversary. The anniversary is being celebrated under the theme 'Celebrating 40
Years of Air Defence Excellence’
The long and arduous journey, which was characterised by both trying and exciting times, started way
back at Independence in 1980. The AFZ evolved out of the Rhodesian Air Force (RAF), a white-dominated
entity that was designed to ﬁght for the interests of colonial settlers, into a truly national Force that was
mandated to protect the interests of the generality of Zimbabweans regardless of race, colour or creed.
The former Rhodesians put in spirited eﬀorts to resist the entry of blacks into specialised departments of
the organisation. Those eﬀorts were defeated through the infusion of former ZANLA and ZIPRA liberation
war combatants, as well as young post-Independence cadres, who were trained in friendly countries such
as Egypt, China, Libya, Nigeria, Tanzania, North Korea, Pakistan, Romania and Russia. Within a few years,
the AFZ had grown into a truly Zimbabwean Force which maintained high levels of technical expertise,
discipline and professionalism.
Over the years the AFZ has eﬀectively played its part alongside sister Security Services in ensuring that an
environment of peace and tranquility, which is a prerequisite for economic development, prevails in the
country. Additionally, we have provided support to the Civil Powers, in the form of Search and Rescue
operations, VIP and VVIP transportation, ceremonial displays and ﬂy pasts as well as humanitarian work.
Regionally and internationally, we have excelled in major operations such as the Mozambican Campaign,
which cleared and safeguarded Zimbabwe's economic lifeline to the sea and Operation Sovereign
Legitimacy in the Democratic Republic of Congo (DRC). The AFZ has also participated in many peace
support operations under the auspices of the Southern Africa Development Community (SADC), the
African Union (AU) and the United Nations (UN).
Zimbabwe's erstwhile former colonisers, in collaboration with their allies, have slapped illegal sanctions
on our country, a predicament that has given the AFZ many challenges in keeping its platforms and other
technical equipment in a serviceable state. However, let me hasten to mention that we have not allowed
that to undermine our resolve to continuously meet our constitutional mandate. Through initiative,
innovation and the determination to succeed in the midst of adversity, combined with support from our
allies, I am proud to pronounce that the AFZ maintains signiﬁcant levels of serviceability for training and
operations. We are therefore fully capable of carrying out our constitutional roles and contributing to the
success of national goals and aspirations under Vision 2030 and beyond.
We are indeed grateful to those countries, organisations, companies and individuals who have supported
and cooperated with us over the past 40 years. Finally, I convey my sincere appreciation to the Oﬃcers,
men and women of the AFZ for their sterling work. Let us remain focused and determined as we strive to
build our Air Force to higher levels of excellence.
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By Flight Lieutenant B Yombayomba

The road to such a smooth end began with a
very steep incline that was both slippery and
meandering. For 21 aircraft to be airborne it
means the aircraft engineers had to have some
good boots for traction to reach the desired
goal. In an interview with the Public Relations,
Wing Commander Dondo, the Commanding
Oﬃcer Technical Wing Josiah Tungamirai Air
Force Base revealed that it was not so easy for
that show to come out. He stated that they had
to summon all technical oﬃcers and warrant
oﬃcers whose input would be invaluable to join
hands and run the process of getting the
required aircraft on line.

One of the major highlights at the historic
presentation of colours ceremony during the
Zimbabwe Defence Forces (ZDF) Day
celebrations in 2019, was the mass ﬂy past by
Air Force of Zimbabwe aircraft from all the
ﬂying squadrons. While the ﬂy-past captured
the hearts of many who witnessed it at the
National Sports Stadium and also on television,
the story of how 21 aircraft with diﬀerent speeds
and coming from diﬀerent Air Bases were able to
execute such a spectacular maneuver without
any incidents is a remarkable achievement
worthy documenting.
Traditionally, the Air Force of Zimbabwe like
many other Air Forces around the world
executes ﬂy-pasts on national occasions and
celebrations such as Independence Day and
Zimbabwe Defence Forces Day and on oﬃcial
opening ceremonies for Zimbabwe
International Trade Fair and Zimbabwe
Agricultural Show among other events. In
pursuit of this story, the Air Force Magazine went
behind the scenes to talk to the oﬃcers and
members who were involved at various levels to
ensure that the aircraft were well maintained
and available online for duty and that the
pilots were equipped and well briefed to
achieve the precision in ﬂying which they
demonstrated on the day.

"When the idea of a mass ﬂy past was ﬁrst
mooted by authorities at Air HQ, questions like
'How is it possible? Which aircraft do we have on
line capable of pulling this one?' were common.
Then stakeholders such as Commanding
Oﬃcers Wings were invited to Air HQ to say for
themselves which aircraft were to be included in
the mass ﬂy past. As for JT Air Base, the natural
targets were SF260s and K-8s as these were the
aircraft on line at the time. JT could also add a
couple of Cessna 337s, a Hawk and a couple of
F7s. These platforms especially the Hawks and
F7s had last ﬂown some years back and they
were just put in long term storage,” he said.

One preacher at a sermon once said that the
reason why God destroyed the eﬀorts of the
people who were building the tower of Babel in
Genesis is because unity and coordination are
the small expensive keys that lead to success in
any world. This is true when one considers the
totality of hard work, determination and
collaboration of pilots, technicians and air traﬃc
controllers in the background of the successful
2019 mass ﬂy past.

While the Hawks and F7s had had some time
without being in the skies, a lot of tasking
followed leading to the serviceability of these
aircraft. There was need to mobilise material
resources such as spares, tools and ground
support equipment. A team of technicians was
dispatched to go and identify any spare parts,
tools and pieces of equipment in Manyame
stockholding that could be used on aircraft at JT
Air Base. "I instructed my technical oﬃcers and
warrant oﬃcers to set up teams to be dedicated
to the recovery and servicing of the targeted
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stakeholders for the realisation of a good aircraft
combination.

platforms. The team leaders were to come up
with their recovery plans and courses of action
to be taken. Each technical oﬃcer was assigned
to a particular platform for ease of progress and
monitoring," recalled Wing Commander Dondo.
Availing of required materials and tools meant
that work had to be done extraordinarily to
catch up with targeted dates. Suddenly Josiah
Tungamirai became a hive of activity with
technicians working dawn to dusk and the
enthusiasm of wanting to ensure that the Hawk
and F7 would be airborne sooner but as well
ﬂight safety had to be standard.

At Manyame Air Force Base in Harare, the then
Commanding Oﬃcer Flying Wing, Wing
Commander Chirau explained the hardships
that initially befell them before they could come
up with a master plan. He explained that such a
huge display required enough preparations and
coordination because pressure has to be
managed so that there will be excellence in the
execution of the task. "Any display of that
magnitude comes with its own challenges,
when such a task comes planning is of
paramount importance. There, we look at
"Hangars remained open well into the night and
various speeds and capability
were active at ﬁrst light. Ground
of each platform and crew with
runs were all over the show. Every
the ability of coming up with
workshop had some form of
the best combinations and
contribution to make since there
formation sequences,” he said.
was a lot of innovation. Tools and
forty years of
Air Defence Excellence
The then Oﬃcer Commanding
trestles were manufactured and
Technical Wing at Manyame Air
rigs and jacks were repaired on
Force Base, Wing Commander Chirinda
site. In all these activities technicians were
expressed relief in having seen the display
constantly reminded that safety was of
carried out well. His emphasis was on managing
paramount importance as no incident during
the diﬃculties that were there and transform
the recovery and during ﬂying was to be
them into successes.
tolerated as this would ruin all the hard work
leaving all and sundry disappointed," said the
He explained that it was a challenging period
Oﬃcer Commanding Flying Wing at JT Air Force
mainly because the ﬂying squadrons at the Base
Base.
were coming from Cyclone ldai. He explained
that pressure gradually mounted especially
He commended the unity of purpose exhibited
towards the ﬁnal day."It was not easy, it was a
by the technicians which he said hastened the
challenging task to manage such a ﬂeet but
process by which targets were meant to be met.
teamwork swallowed all these challenges and
After a series of coordination meetings with
reduced them into a mere game. As soldiers we
other Commanding Oﬃcers of the Technical
are trained to handle pressure, it was only that as
Wings from other bases, work was set on. It had
a display of this kind, the concentration of
to take a massive combined eﬀort from all

4
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the SF260 ﬂying over them started reporting
that huge experience!" said Wing Commander
Dondo.

expertise and experience was the only way out.
Our technicians worked hard as a team,
encouraging each other in as far as ﬂight safety
was concerned," said Wing Commander
Chirinda.

For the completeness of the display, air traﬃc
controllers played a central role in controlling
airborne aircraft and for this particular event
managing all these formations seemed like a
mammoth task but Flight Lieutenant Godzi had
a memorable experience.

But now when preparations at JT were done,
there was an air of conﬁdence and hope in
generally everyone who had watched the
preparations from the start. This was coupled
with the mutual vigour that was mostly in the
hearts of those who had never seen the Hawk
and F7 airborne, it was their time to please a pair
of their sight.
"More excitement was to follow when it was
time for the F7s and Hawks to take to the skies
again. I recall very well that the ﬁrst F7 to ﬂy was
to do so over the lunch hour. Almost the whole
technical area did not go for lunch that day as

"It being my ﬁrst time managing a ﬂy past,
learning from such a huge ﬂeet was a mammoth
task but quite intriguing. Just knowing that I
was jointly responsible for all those aircraft and
the precise synchronization of ﬂying machines
and troops on the ground gave me nerves; in
every sense of the word. We had to handle 7
types of aircraft all of diﬀerent performances
comprising speed, rate of turn, and ﬂexibility".

oﬃcers and members stood at vantage points to
witness history in the making. The ﬂight was
delayed but onlookers stayed put. When the F7
eventually majestically took to the skies an hour
past lunch time, there was cheering and
ululating. It was a sight not to be forgotten in a
long time. The same happened when the Hawk
also took its ﬂight. Gweru residents who had
been used to just seeing smaller aircraft such as

"We managed to handle the pressure and the
complexity of the process very well. All sections
bore in mind that we were about to embark on a
very demanding journey it being the ﬁrst in a
long time, therefore they put their everything in
it. Because we had had a thorough series of
rehearsals, we had no real issues that we could
classify as challenges. As a result we managed to
produce the desired result, "he added.
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ON PRESENTATION OF COLOURS CEREMONY
important in two ways. It saw the recovering of
aircraft that had last ﬂown about a decade back
and the whole display qualitatively gave a
unique salute to the newly presented colors for
Air Force of Zimbabwe Bases.

Speaking to one of the Jet pilots who led the
formation of K-8 jets (Venom Section) that ﬂew
by in a diamond formation, Squadron Leader
Mariwati, explained that before ﬂying the pilots
had to undergo a number of brieﬁngs and
precise calculations aimed at ensuring ﬂight
safety and precision ﬂying.

"The 2019 mass ﬂy past was special in two ways.
First it showcased some aircraft that were
recovered after staying on the ground for ten
years. Second, on the ground it symbolized the
grand salute to the colours that had been
presented to the organization by His Excellency
President E.D Mnangagwa, "he said.

"Well, the experience of the ﬁnal outcome was
amazing but it did not come on a silver platter. It
takes a whole lot of ground calculations, ground
procedures, ground brieﬁngs and ground
rehearsals before one even enters the aircraft.
There is a lot of planning, organising,
coordination, command and control put into it"
he noted. Squadron Leader Mariwati explained
that the experience level of all crews was a major
factor in carrying out such a massive formation
ﬂy past. The Venom Section leader explained
that after a good job is done of course revelers
comment of the spectacular display but the
credit also goes to the air traﬃc controllers.

The successful ﬂy past was a result of a web of
collective eﬀorts that stretched from diﬀerent
oﬃces or wings in the organisation. These
comprised of the Flying Wing which falls under
the Operations Directorate and the Technical
Wing which falls under Engineering. The
combination of these wings entail that various
trades joined hands to make the mass ﬂy past a
success.

"On the helicopters side, Manyame Air Force
Base deputy Base Commander, Group Captain
Sakupwanya, who ﬂew the Mi35 Gunship
Helicopter, explained that it was an elating
moment to get into the formation along with
other aircraft.
"My experience during the mass ﬂy past was
exhilarating especially on an important national
event like that. The last ﬂy past of a similar
grandeur was the 2005 air show hosted by the
Air Force of Zimbabwe at Charles Prince Airport."
He explained that the mass ﬂy past was critically
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FLY WELL
Air Chief Marshal

SHIRI

of the ZANLA High Command. It was whilst he
was the Field commander of the Tete Province
that he orchestrated the bombing of the BP
Shell fuel tanks in Salisbury, a fete that brought a
new dimension on the stance the Smith regime
were taking. In 1979 he was sent to Romania for
a nine month Artillery Battery Commander's
Course. During the Cease-Fire period in
1979/1980, he was Commander of Alpha, Bravo
and Charlie Assembly Points.

The wee hours of July 29 saw the nation being
woken up by some shocking news that the
Minister of Lands, Agriculture, Water, Climate
and Rural Resettlement re Air Chief Marshal
(retired) Perrance Shiri had passed on. It was
like the nation had come to a standstill.
Despair, anguish, desperation struck the
whole country.
In a sombre address to the nation, His
E xc e l l e n c y, Pr e s i d e n t E D M n a n g a g w a
announced the sad loss to the nation. Born
Bigboy Benjamin Samson Chikerema in 1955 in
Chikomba District, Mashonaland East Province,
the late Comrade crossed the border to join the
liberation struggle in 1973 when he was 17 years
old and assumed the nam de guoro Perrance
Shiri. This became the name we fondly became
attached to over the years as he went on to
become the Commander Air Force of Zimbabwe
in 1992. He did his military training in Zambia
and Tanzania where upon completion he was
appointed a member of the General Staﬀ and
assigned duties of an Instructor at Mgagau in
Tanzania in 1975. Later on in 1976 he was
appointed Director of Training at Mgagau
Camp.

In September 1980, he was attested into the
Zimbabwe national Army and appointed Joint
High Command Liaison Oﬃcer and posted to
HQ 4 Brigade in Masvingo. He went on to serve
as Deputy Commander 2 Brigade in Harare
before he was posted to 5 Brigade as the
founder-Commander in September 1981.
In October 1984, he was laterally transferred to
the Air Force of Zimbabwe (AFZ) in the
equivalent rank of Air Commodore and
appointed Director General Supporting
Services. The transfer was necessitated by the
realization by Government that there were
serious problems in the transformation of the
AFZ. While the political leadership made all the
eﬀorts to ensure the smooth transformation of
the Air Force of Zimbabwe, at the operational
level there was a lot resistance from some

In 1977, he was appointed Provincial Field
Commander of the Tete Province and member
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oﬃcers and members from the former
Rhodesian Air Force who wanted to make the Air
Force their preserve. The resistance was
expressed in covert and overt ways as they
sought to scuttle the whole process.

FLY WELL

His eﬀorts in
Air Chief Marsh
al
academics
left the AFZ as
one of the
state organs
with the
highest concentration of degreed
personnel. To add on to this, he excelled in
alluring the AFZ to take a lead in transforming
the lives of some of our less privileged members
of societ y across the countr y. He was
instrumental in establishing the Commander
Air Force of Zimbabwe Charity Fund which went
to excel in mobilizing resources for the
construction of schools, clinics, and e-learning
facilities in some remote areas like Murongwe,
Lupane, Matebeleland North and South and
Gokwe to name just but a few.

SHIRI

In July 1989, he was promoted to the rank of Air
Vice Marshal and appointed Chief of Staﬀ
Supporting Services, a position he held until 18
June 1992 when he was promoted to the rank of
Air marshal and subsequently appointed the
Commander AFZ.
A great military strategist evidenced by his
leadership exploits during the war of liberation,
the Mozambican and Democratic Republic of
Congo (DRC) Campaigns. He was the ﬁrst
Contingent Commander in the DRC War and it
was under his Command that the ZDF scored
the ﬁrst victories against the rebel forces in the
battle for Kinshasa.
Air Chief Marshal Shiri endeared himself to
many by his oratory simplicity, passion for
farming, academics, charity work and gender
parity. No wonder upon the ushering in of the
nd
2 Republic, he was invited to be one of the
senior ministers in government where his
leadership saw the bringing in of sanity to the
land issue.

Buried under COVID -19 recommended
procedures as designated by the World Health
Organisation (WHO), ACM Perrance Shiri was
laid to rest at the National Heroes Acre on 30 July
2020 that was capped by a 21 Gun Salute plus a
Fly Past by Air Force K-8 and F-7 jets from Josiah
Tungamirai Air base. We will miss our great
leader and commander per excellence Gudo
Guru.
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AIR FORCE OF ZIMBABWE STATE OF PREPAREDNESS IN THE FIGHT AGAINST COVID-19
INTRODUCTION
COVID-19 is one of the emerging global emergencies which took the world by surprise. The impact of
the pandemic is multipronged in nature and call for multisectoral eﬀorts. The impact is felt in health,
social, economic, political, personal, organisational and all other spheres of life. The world will
subsequently experience shifts in those areas as a result of changes in perception and new relations
fostered during the pandemic.
The Air Force of Zimbabwe has not been spared by the pandemic in that some of its developmental
and transformational programs were stalled by global measures aimed at containing its further
spread.
INTERVENTIONS APPLIED
In its eﬀorts to mitigate incidents and resultant eﬀects of the COVID-19 pandemic, the Air Force of
Zimbabwe Health Services (AFZ HS) embarked on the following interventions:
a.High Alert. All Health Services personnel were put on high alert and remain on-call until the
situation is declared to be under control.
b. Activation and Enhancement of Rapid Response Teams (RRTs). The AFZ had existing RRTs
and these were activated as news of the pandemic was received. A review was made of the
structures and nature of responses being aligned to meet speciﬁc strategies. Roles were redeﬁned
and new interventions were adopted. This was done in line with national and global trends and
policies.
c. Training of Health Personnel. Training of Health Services personnel in prevention,
management and disposal of COVID-19 related matters is ongoing at the Ministry of Health and
Child Care and within AFZ. In this regard, training of trainers was conducted for testing and JT AFB
and JZ AFB health services staﬀ seconded some personnel to Manyame AFB Hospital for testing
training.
Apart from carrying out the above activities, the HS has embarked
on the following ﬁve broad activities:

A. Prevention:

COVID-19 to date has no cure and the main thrust is
on prevention of spread and the following measures were put in
place:
Enforcement of COVID-19 Prevention Measures. The AFZ
Health Services in conjunction with Regiment Directorate are
actively involved in the enforcement of preventive measures in the
following areas:
(I)
E n f o r c e m e n t of Lo c k d o w n m e a s u re s.
(ii)
Primary screening.
(iii) Hand sanitising at all entrance and exit points.
(iv) Ensuring face masks were worn by all passing through
entry and exit points and on mass transport such as buses and
troop carriers.
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(v)
Provision of personal protective equipment and materials to susceptible groups of people
such as health staﬀ, contacts and suspected cases.
(vi) Information dissemination remains the mainstay of preventive measures as an information
empowered community is more likely to comply with any measures that ensure its safety and in
the process take ownership of the programs.
Surveillance. The HS is involved in passive and active surveillance on the population by
B. studying
its movement patterns, level of compliance with measures put in place, testing and
case ﬁnding.
(I) Screening by testing for COVID-19. Priority target group screening was rolled out
prioritising high risk groups such as health personnel, those presenting with symptoms,
returnees from aﬀected countries. The aim is ultimately to reach out to all service personnel,
dependents and civilian staﬀ in cantonment areas.
(ii) Monitoring of Returnees from Aﬀected Countries. Monitoring and prioritising for testing of
returnees from aﬀected countries is going on to minimise chances of imported infections.
Case Management.
C. place:

The Health Services has put the following case management measures in

Isolation and Quarantine Facilities. Bases were instructed to identify and set up isolation and
quarantine facilities. Work was in progress to convert some premises into isolation and
quarantine facilities to meet minimum standards.
(II)
Collaboration with Sister Organisations. The AFZ HS cannot manage the ﬁght against
COVID-19 in isolation, it has to collaborate with sister
organisations such as ZDF HQ, ZNA and other uniformed
services and the Ministry of Health and Child Care for sharing of
information, case handling and resource mobilization.
Command Element Support. The AFZ HS has received full
support from the Command Element in all aspects in order to
ensure all programs are undertaken. This is only possible when
the following are put before the Command Element for scrutiny
and approval:
(i) Regular Review and Recommendation of Appropriate
Measures. The HS makes regular reviews of measures in place
and makes recommendations for adoption in line with any
changes in national guidelines and as found necessary.
(ii) Regular Reporting for Action. Regular reporting and
updating Command Element on activities in progress is essential
for timely action and addressing of challenges. In this
endeavour, the HS has designed a template to advise the
Command Element on a daily basis on all COVID-19 activities
going on at all Bases depicting all activities carried out,
available resources such as test kits and PPE, results and statuses
of isolation and quarantine. This enables appropriate and timely
planning and action.
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AFZ
promotes its
second
Air Commodre
By Flight Lieutenant E.R Jombo
attainment of independence ladies were
few in the military and those who were
employed were only employed on
temporary basis.
"The attainment of independence brought
about a new era in the role of women in
defence. I am happy that now women are
deployed in diﬀerent positions and these
l a d i e s a re e xc e l l i n g i n t h e v a r i o u s
appointments that they hold," she said.

The Air Force of Zimbabwe (AFZ) has added yet
another chapter to the annals on gender
mainstreaming after the promotion of a second
woman in the organisation to the rank of Air
Commodore (Air Cdre). Air Commodore Winnie
Cabby Mandeya was promoted on 5 December
2019, four years after the promotion of the ﬁrst
female Air Commodore in the Air Force of
Zimbabwe, Air Cdre Ellen Chiweshe in 2015.

She added that she was happy that the AFZ has
gone beyond cosmetic approaches to gender
issue by oﬀering equal opportunities to women in
all trades in the organisation and also elevating
women to decision-making positions. As a result
of these deliberate eﬀorts by the AFZ a number of
women have broken down the traditional barriers
by excelling in previously male dominated trades
such as ﬂying, engineering, ﬁreﬁghting, dog
handling and in peacekeeping operations among
others. In line with this, upon her promotion, Air
Cdre Mandeya was posted to Zimbabwe Defence
Forces Headquarters (ZDF HQ) and appointed
Director General Service Personnel (DG SP)
thereby becoming the ﬁrst female oﬃcer to hold
that oﬃce.

Women represent 52% of the world's population
and play a crucial role in the development of
nations. In recognition of the role they play in
development and peace -building many
countries have called for their empowerment
thereby conforming to the 1995 Beijing Platform
for Action which calls for 30% representation of
women at all levels of decision making. Gender
equity in the workplace has become a topical
issue the world over with many countries putting
in place strong legal frameworks for its
promotion and attainment.

She highlighted that her appointment as DG SP
has widened her knowledge about the two
services, AFZ and ZNA. She highlights that in her
previous appointments she had only focused on
the AFZ but now she commands diﬀerent
departments within the ZDF. Air Cdre Mandeya is
among the female military oﬃcers who have
raised the ﬂag of the organisation and that of the
nation at large. It has been aﬃrmed by their ability
to lead in higher ranking posts that have often
been understood to be for men. The execution of
professional duties in the AFZ through the visible
performance of women has challenged other
women in the civilian professional sector in
Zimbabwe.

The promotion of female oﬃcers to a position of
authority is a clear indication of the commitment
by the AFZ to attain gender mainstreaming in the
organisation. Air Commodore Mandeya has a long
history of defying the gender stereotypes after she
crossed the border at a tender age to join other
young cadres in the liberation struggle that
resulted in the attainment of independence in
1980. In an interview with the AFZ Magazine, Air
Cdre Mandeya commended the AFZ for its role in
the promotion of gender equity within the
organisation. She noted that before the
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AFZ REACHES OUT TO ASSIST
COMMUNITIES
IN
By Warrant Oﬃcer 2 Chaeruka Nathan Pedzisai

&GOKWE

CHIREDZI

structures for the school to be registered. On 11
Zimbabwe, like other countries across the globe
June, the Commander AFZ and Patron of the
has been aﬀected by the global pandemic
Charit y Fund, Air Marshal Elson Moyo,
Covid-19 which has resulted in the unfortunate
accompanied by the Board Chairperson of the
loss of lives as well as lasting eﬀects on many
CAFZCF, Mr Toendei Muganyi, marked the
s e c t o r s o f t h e e c o n o m y. I n s u c h a n
beginning of the project with a symbolic ground
environment, the disadvantaged and less
breaking ceremony.
privileged within society are further exposed as
very few individuals and organisations lack the
Speaking at the ceremony, Air Marshal Moyo,
capacity to assist. In recognition of these
said that the AFZ was touched by the plight of
challenges, the Air Force of Zimbabwe (AFZ) has
the pupils from the community who despite
deﬁed these odds in order to assist
having to walk long distances to sit for
disadvantaged communities in
examinations, had posted very good
Simuchembu in Gokwe North in
results. He said that the decision to
the Midlands Province and
“...the
Charity
Fund
construct a Sciences Block was a
Neromwe in Chiredzi North
has prioritised education in
deliberate measure to empower
in Masvingo Province. In
its interventions because we
the future learners with the basic
2019, the charity arm of the
are aware that this is one of the best
science background which is a
AFZ, the Commander Air
ways to empower people so
that they can play their
prerequisite for one to join
Force of Zimbabwe Charity
part in the development of
specialised trades within the AFZ
Fund (CAFZCF), in
Zimbabwe...”
such as ﬂying and aircraft
partnership with the
engineering. He said the eﬀorts by
Midlands States University
CAFZCF to empower the people with
(MSU) undertook a study to
education were in support of
assess the needs of the minority
government's goal to improve the welfare of all
Tonga community at Simuchembu in Gokwe
citizens so that Zimbabwe becomes a middle
North. The study revealed that among other
income economy by year 2030.
needs for the community one of the most
urgent was for the satellite secondary school at
"The Charity Fund has prioritised education in its
Simuchembu to be registered as an examination
interventions because we are aware that this is
centre. While the school has these rudimentary
one of the best ways to empower people so that
structures, the students have consistently
they can play their part in the development of
posted the best Ordinary Level results in the
Zimbabwe. Evidence of our commitment to
rural schools category in Midlands Province. In
empowering people and communities can be
view of the plight of the community and the
seen in Murongwe in Mashonaland Central
determination shown by the students, the
Province where the CAFZCF constructed two
CAFZCF committed to construct the required
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to disadvantaged communities in diﬀerent
parts of Zimbabwe in order to assist them with
their needs. Last year we were in the Midlands
Province where we constructed a clinic at
Negove in Mberengwa District and the year
before that we were in Mashonaland East
Province where we also assisted in the
renovation of Rutanhira Clinic in Wedza district.”

schools, a primary and secondary school, as well
as a clinic" said the Patron.
Air Marshal Moyo thanked the corporates and
individuals that have partnered the AFZ and the
Charity Fund on the Simuchembu Project and
other charity initiatives. After the ground
breaking ceremony the Commander AFZ
handed over hand sanitisers donated by the
Board Chairperson, Mr Muganyi in order to
assist the community in mitigating the Covid-19
pandemic, food hampers donated by Life
International, sanitary wear for girls from Bonga
Travel Financial Services and Cement from
Diamond Cement.

He pointed out that the combined eﬀorts by
the AFZ Community assistance initiatives and
the Charity Fund projects have ensured that
the AFZ reaches out to as many needy
people
and communities as possible in
Zimbabwe. He noted that these assistance
projects would
not have been
possible without the generous
support of well-wishers who
partner the AFZ by providing
funds and materials for the
projects. He acknowledged
the generous support that
was received in this project
from the following corporates:
Sakunda Holdings, Beta Bricks,
Exodus
and Company, Life
International and Trees for Life. He
further appealed for support for the
completion and furnishing of the clinic.

On the part of the community,
Chief Simuchembu, commended
the AFZ and all the supporting
partners for responding to their
plight and he pledged that
the community would take full
ownership of the project by
working together with the AFZ
artisans. Another community in
need of assistance was identiﬁed in
Chiredzi North where thousands of
resettled people under Chief Neromwe are
traveling more than 80 kilometers to access the
nearest health centre. The AFZ responded to the
plight of the community by committing to
construct a clinic. With the support of wellwishers some of the materials were mobilised
and on 18 June 2020, the Commander AFZ
oﬃciated at the ground breaking ceremony
for the construction of Neromwe Clinic.

"As we begin to construct the structures, we are
also aware that there are other needs such as
medical equipment and medicines required
so that on completion this clinic will be able to
oﬀer quality health services. We therefore
continue to appeal for support from corporate
players and individuals to help us to complete
this journey by donating funds and materials
required to successfully complete the project,
"he said.

In his address, the Commander AFZ said, "as part
of our social responsibility, the Air Force of
Zimbabwe has, over the past years, reached out
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AFZ CHARITY FUND

comes to the aid of

PHYSICALLY
CHALLENGED
By Flight Lieutenant B Yombayomba

T

distributed to provinces throughout the country.
Speaking during the handover ceremony in
November 2019, the Commander Air Force of
Zimbabwe Charity Fund Board Chairperson Mr
Toendepi Muganyi said the AFZ community projects
should be cascaded to individuals who are
marginalised. "This came about after the Charity
Fund realized that most of its projects were
community centered. In view of this, we initiated this
programme to donate assistive devices to people
living with disabilities in order to ensure that the
needs of individuals are also incorporated into the
charity matrix,", said Mr Muganyi.

The Commander Air Force of Zimbabwe
Charity Fund (CAFZCF) donated 15 wheel
chairs to people with disabilities as a follow up
to a similar programme that was initiated in 2018 to
assist the physically challenged members within the
communities.
After the successful handover of 10 wheelchairs to
beneﬁciaries selected from diﬀerent parts of the
country who were selected with the assistance of the
Disability Aﬀairs Department in the Ministry of Public
Service, Labour and Social Welfare, the AFZ sought
the assistance of cooperating partners to increase
the number
of beneﬁciaries in the 2019
programme. In response, Minerva Risk Advisors
supported the initiative with a donation of ﬁve
wheelchairs and the CAFZCF purchased a further ten

Mr Muganyi applauded the support that the charity
fund has continued to receive from traditional as well
as new players. "We thank the Ministry of Labour and
Social Welfare who through their extensive presence
in all provinces helped us in identifying the
deserving cases. Zimbabwe still has a lot of people
with challenges that are psychological, functional
and mobility related. Unfortunately, most of them do
not have assistive devices that can help them to
function independently or with little or no
assistance!" He said Government through various
initiatives was managing to curb stigma against
disabled persons by incorporating them into all
facets of communal activities. Speaking at the same
occasion AFZ Commander Air Marshal Elson Moyo
said the donations were part of AFZ's corporate
social responsibility aimed at assisting communities.
"I am glad to say that the initial assistive devices
donation exercise last year (2018) gave us a big
insight on the existing need for intervention in
dire cases around the country", said Air Marshal E
Moyo. Three beneﬁciaries were presented their
wheelchairs at Air Headquarters, Speaking at the

wheelchairs with funds sourced from various fund
raising programmes.
In the identiﬁcation of beneﬁciaries, the CAFZCF
once again sought the assistance of Disability Aﬀairs
Department in the Ministry of Public Service, Labour
and Social Welfare and also reports from AFZ Bases.
Some of the beneﬁciaries received the wheelchairs at
Air Force of Zimbabwe Headquarters, Josiah
Magama Tongogara Barracks while the rest were

to page 31
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AFZ CHARITY FUND

comes to the aid of

PHYSICALLY
CHALLENGED
event, one of the beneﬁciaries expressed her
gratitude for the reach out by AFZ in empowering
them for mobility purposes.

Zimbabwe in assisting and relieving the plight of
those in distressed situations like the one
witnessed in Manicaland.

"I want to thank you for giving us wheelchairs for we
are now able to go some distances to watch soccer,
going to churches and meeting others which we
were unable to do" said Ms Zulu. Meanwhile in
Chimanimani, the Air Force of Zimbabwe also
donated food stuﬀs, clothes, assistive devices and
solar lamps to victims of Cyclone ldai. The donated
materials were distributed with the assistance of the
Ministry of Social Welfare oﬃces whose main role
was to identify victims in dire need.

"Today, I have been delegated by the Commander
Air Force of Zimbabwe who is the Patron of the
CAFZCF. The Commander has decided to issue these
materials to those deserving. He started this
program about a week ago. Every year the Charity
Fund is involved in fundraising activities where it
raises funds to cater for the needy in Zimbabwe. The
Air Force of Zimbabwe has been with you through
disaster and even after as evidenced by what we are
giving you today”

Speaking at Ngangu grounds where the victims
were assembled, Air Vice Marshal JJ Nzvede
representing the Patron of the Commander Air
Force of Zimbabwe Charity Fund stated that the Air
Force of Zimbabwe through the CAFZCF was
determined to reach out to communities all over

The villagers who beneﬁtted from this program
expressed surprise and gratitude as they were not
expecting the donation would come from Air Force
of Zimbabwe. Speaking at the occasion, one of the
beneﬁciaries expressed his gratitude after receiving
a walker.
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Junior staﬀ course number 36 students and the directing
staﬀ poses for a photo at great Zimbabwe monuments

SCHOOL OF ACADEMIC AND STAFF TRAINING COMMENDED

FOR PRODUCING QUALITY GRADUATES
By Master Sergeant Mwerahari Raymore
The Permanent Secretary in the Ministry of Defence and War Veterans Aﬀairs Ambassador Mark Grey
Marongwe has commended the School of Academic and Staﬀ Training (SAST) for producing quality
graduates who enable Zimbabwe Defence Forces (ZDF) to fulﬁll its constitutional mandate of
protecting Zimbabwe.
Speaking during the graduation ceremony of Junior Staﬀ Course number 36 at Manyame Air Force
Base, Ambassador Mark Grey Marongwe said the School of Academic and Staﬀ Training is providing
quality staﬀ training which is critical for ZDF to discharge its constitutional mandate. "SAST continues
to discharge its mandate of providing quality staﬀ training and development to ZDF and the Ministry of
Defence and War Veterans Aﬀairs considers this endeavor as one of the components critical for ZDF to
eﬀectively fulﬁl its mandate prescribed in Section 212 of the constitution of Republic of Zimbabwe
which is to protect its people, national security, territorial integrity and uphold the constitution," said
Ambassador Marongwe.
He also said knowledge imparted by students from SAST will empower ZDF to create peaceful
environment for economic growth. "The Knowledge imparted in courses of this nature also empowers
ZDF to maintain peace and stability which contribute to the creation and sustenance of an
environment conducive for equitable economic development”, said Ambassador Marongwe.
During the course the students had the opportunity to visit Freedom Camp in Zambia and Great
Zimbabwe monuments as part of Civil Military Relations module which Ambassador Marongwe
commended because it gave the students the knowledge of history of our country. "As part of military
relations aspect of the course students undertook tours to various places including Freedom Camp in
Zambia and the visit gave the graduates an appreciation and deeper understanding of the role played
by our people during the struggle for independence," said Ambassador Marongwe. Junior Staﬀ Course
number 36 commenced on 10 June 2019 with 25 students of which 16 were male and 9 were female
students and ﬁve allied students from Malawi, Tanzania and Zambia.
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AIR VICE MARSHAL JARICHA LAUNCHES A RECORD
10 BOOKS AND CHALLENGES OFFICERS &
MEMBERS TO TELL THEIR STORIES
By Flight Lieutenant B Yombayomba

N

Not so long ago thousands of authors

was commissioned to Air Vice Marshal. Now, in so

of diﬀerent literatures wrote their views

far as much as the history of the oﬃcers' corps is

about the world. Among these, the bulk

concerned, a few names have so far reached

of them comprised philosophers reﬂecting on

the world in presenting the profession of military

societies, researchers contributing in making the

oﬃcers as individuals who can be gifted as

world better, religionists, historians and many

everyone else especially when it comes to

more. Little did the world know that writers are

spiritual matters. Some writers say that in the

only cocooned in the web of their imaginations

universe, an individual is between two values

despite race, age, profession or descent? That

that are always competing for prominence; this

being said, to hear about a military oﬃcer writing

is the gift of a person and the profession that they

a book has been something the world would only

choose under various

anticipate as a tale of memories of war scenes

journey as a writer started when he was called to

recollected in moments of tranquility but this is

pursue the Word of God in 1994 under the

not the case with Air Vice Marshal Jaricha (rtd), an

stewardship of the Founding ﬁgure of ZAOGA

Air Oﬃcer from the Air Force of Zimbabwe (AFZ) in

Forward in Faith Apostle Ezekiel H. Guti.

circumstances.

His

the Zimbabwe Defence Forces (ZDF).
Being a holder of a Master's

degree

in

It is uncommon that the well hewn military ﬁgure

International Studies and a doctorate in Theology,

and the servant's cloak exist in the same body but

Air Vice Marshal Jaricha does not strike you as a

God willing, nothing is impossible. Air Vice

liberation war veteran and soldier of repute but

Marshal Dennis Tendai Charles Jaricha (rtd) is a

one who has taken the double task of serving the

retired AFZ Air oﬃcer who was serving in the ZDF.

nation and its Creator. He has written 10 Christian

Having endured the trenches in the liberation

motivational books all in a period of two years.

struggle from 1975 at the age of 19 and remaining

Being able to eﬃciently express his thoughts in

in the patriotic call to serve his country after

English and Shona, his books convey messages to

independence in 1980, he rose through the ranks

God's people in both English and Shona. "God's

to the position of Air Commodore the rank he

Promises are unstoppable" (2017) is his blueprint

held until his retirement. Upon his retirement he

that initially introduced the ideal military oﬃcer
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inside the

Better Brands
corkpit

Better brands Investments is an indigenous company that was founded in 2005, specialising in Mining,
Security, Fuel and Logistics.

Better Brands Mining
Focuses on Gold, Platinum and Copper mining in Zimbabwe. Exploring for and evaluating economically
viable ore bearing and value- accretive acquisitions. We have established and operating mines and
infrastructure in and around Zimbabwe. Better Brands Mining also works hard at restoring mining
impacted land for alternative economic use post-mining, having in place approved mine closure
commitments and empowering communities.

Better Brands Security Services
Mobile Patrol: Our mobile patrol services are an
important part of a successful security system.
Executive Protection : With our executive protection
services, top-notch bodyguards and mobile security
solutions protect individuals who may be exposed to
increased risk.
Event Security: As part of our event security services,
professionals with the right experience and know-how
ensure that your event runs smoothly.
Airport Security: Our airport security services ensure
that highly trained airport security personnel provide
passenger screening services as well as security for all
vulnerable areas.
Asset Tracking : With asset tracking services you can
rely on our cutting-edge solutions to keep track of
vehicles or personnel.
Security Products: Take advantage of tested and
proven technologies with our security products to
keep your people and facilities safe.
Access Control:Through our access control services,
secure your facilities and events.
CCTV :Our broad range of CCTV services can be
tailored to your needs, allowing you to maintain a
secure watch on all your facilities, 24/7.

Better Brands Fuel and Gas
From our humble beginnings in 2018 as a small fuel company, we have developed a strong connection to
the heartbeat of Zimbabwe. We're passionate about making sure our customers can fuel up their
equipment, ﬂeet, and aircraft so they can keep going. Our approach is built on community and having
the integrity to do the right thing. We are determined to push the bar, innovate, and continue to help,
develop and support Zimbabwean Communities
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cum pastor. It is human to write but it is spiritual
to ascertain inspirations that inﬂuence one to
write henceforth its main themes are based on
love and hope. The book is structured in precise
depth with chapters that appeal to the modern
day reader who is now accustomed to the newer
social media applications that often come under
the premise of precision and videos; thus it is not
those long chapters that tire a pair of reading

ﬁnds him or herself channeled into!"

eyes.

In so much that reading and writing is a requisite
skill in this civilization, the undertones of writing

Other books that have been published by the Air

as an author of literature require one to be

Vice Marshal Jaricha are: "Take Heed to your

talented and it is determination that works the

Ministry" (2018), "See God's hand in your

magic.

Valley"(2018), "Reach Out, Decree and Redeem"
(2018),"The Call of Ruth", (2019),"2018

Representing the Minister of Defence and

Prophetic Insights for ZAOGA
Braeside Church",(2018),
"Position, Provision and
Possession" (2019), "Kana
M w a r i We n y u a c h a v a
Mwari Wangu", (Even your
God shall be my God),
(2019)

and "Cherechedza

War Veterans Aﬀairs Comrade Oppah

‘The

M u c h i n g u r i K a s h i r i , A i r Vi ce

book launch left
many attendees inspired

Marshal T Moyo underscored the

at how would it be possible for

importance of inculcating the

one to publish ten books written

reading and writing

culture

in two years but it is a smart

among members of the military

principle that; time is

a n d t h o s e w h o fo u g h t t h e

Hushumiri Hwako" (Examine

liberation

money.’

struggle

as

most

literature on the war of liberation was

your Ministry 2019).

written by third parties. The need to write

All the ten books were launched at

our own history has been reiterated by many

Shangri La Hotel in Harare with Air Oﬃcers

scholars and academics as well as readers in the

from the Air Force of Zimbabwe and ZDF Oﬃcers

country who often felt that points of view matter

from ZDF HQ as well as church leaders from

when stories are told.

ZAOGA present. Speaking at the book launch
Air Vice Marshal Jaricha stated that his vision is

In a statement Air Vice Marshal T Moyo said, "Even

to inspire others to explore their talents and

those in the civilian sector who are gathered here

pursue their passion.

today have their stories to tell. As well, the books
launched today chronicle the experiences that

"I never started writing for proﬁt or as a way of

are coalesced deeply in Air Vice Marshal Jaricha's

obtaining income but just a way to unleash the

life both as a military oﬃcer cum servant of God. I

passion that was well inside me. The focus on

encourage those writers who experienced the

ﬁnancial gain normally obscures one's God's

liberation struggle to tell their stories as they

given talent which basically should be exploited

faced them.”

by an individual as a service in whatever ﬁeld one
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AFZ
joins the nation in mitigating
climate change
through

TREE
PLANTING
Air Marshal Elson Moyo joined by Chief of Staﬀ Supporting Services
AVM JJ Nzvede and senior oﬃcers planting a tree during the
Tree Planting Day at Manyame Air Force Base.

By Master Sergeant Mwerahari Raymore

said forests mitigate climate change because
they absorb carbon dioxide which causes global
warming.
"Planting of new forests can help mitigate
against climate change by removing carbon
dioxide from the atmosphere. Combined with
the sun's energy, the captured carbon is
converted into trunks, branches, roots and
leaves through the process of photosynthesis, it
is stored in this biomass until being returned
back into the atmosphere, whether through
natural processes or human interference, thus
completing the carbon cycle.

Various studies have shown that climate change
is causing decline in water resources, reduced
agricultural productivity, turbulent weather and
droughts. The most eﬀective solution to these
problems caused by climate change is
introduction and maintenance of forests. Trees
and forestry play an essential role in mitigating
the prevailing climate change and are important
in enhancing the countries' biodiversity, health
and food security.
The Air Force of Zimbabwe (AFZ) joined the
nation in commemorating the National Tree
Planting Day which was held in December 2019.
The day was set aside as a way of motivating the
nation to plant, care and conserve trees so as to
ensure the sustainable management and
utilization of our forests.

"Trees absorb carbon dioxide and other
pollutant particles, then store the carbon and
emit pure oxygen, carbon dioxide causes global
warming," said Washington Zhakata.
While trees mitigate climate change they also
enhance national food security, Air Marshal
Elson Moyo said trees are a source of food to our
communities. "This year we are planting food
orchard trees to enhance our country's food
security," said Air Marshal Moyo. Zimbabwe
Forestr y Commission, I nfor mation and
Communication Manager, Violet Makoto said
the Commission is running the program to
promote fruit tree production. "We are currently
running a program that is promoting fruit
production to boost household food, nutrition
and household income and is demonstrated by
the theme of last Tree Planting Day which was
Forest for food security and nutrition," said Violet
Makoto.

Commander AFZ, Air Marshal Elson Moyo who
oﬃciated at the AFZ National
Tree Planting Day which was held at Manyame
AFB in December said the AFZ will join the rest of
the country in planting and preserving our
forestry such that we mitigate climate change.
"As the Air Force of Zimbabwe we join the rest of
nation on Tree Planting Day, as you know trees
and forestry play an essential role in mitigating
the prevailing climate change,' said Air Marshal
Elson Moyo.
Trees prevent climate change because they
absorb carbon dioxide which is mostly released
from burning fossil fuels. The Director Climate
Change Management Department in the
Ministry of Environment, Climate, Tourism,
Hospitality and Industry, Washington Zhakata,

Deforestation is now becoming a cancer to our
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FINDING THE DELICATE BALANCE BETWEEN
SOCIAL MEDIA USAGE & NATIONAL SECURITY CONCERNS
By Wing Commander Memory Mashavave

groups. The most popular platforms used in
Zimbabwe are Facebook, Twitter, Instagram,
LinkedIn and WhatsApp. Therefore, this paper
deﬁned social media as any platforms of
interaction between or among people that
transcends physical barriers and censorship
taking the advantage of the internet.

T

he notion of social media is a highly
contested idea that is open to a myriad
of deﬁnitions and these deﬁnitions are
not consistent. For, Kaplan and Haenlein
(2010) the term social media entails a group of
Internet-based applications that build on the
ideological and technological foundations of
Web 2.0 which allowed the creation and
exchange of user-generated content. Social
media is characterized by accessibility,
interactivity and technology which includes
blogs, wikis (interlinked collaborative web
sites), photo-sharing sites, internet forums
and extends to social networking utilities like
My Space, Twitter, WhatsApp and Facebook.
Businesses may also refer to social media as
consumer generated media (CGM). In the
same vein, Bhanot (2012) articulates that
social media is not only about
communication; it includes as well
interaction between users. This idea is further
buttressed by Lundgren, Strandh and
Johansson (2012) who are both of the opinion
that social media is anything using the internet
to create a dialogue between or among people.

In Zimbabwe usage of social media has
drastically improved in tandem with the
increase of mobile phones which mostly
provides the platforms to access social media.
In case of workers, computers and other devices
add to mobile phones outlet to interact
through social media. It is imperative to give an
overview of how Zimbabweans had been using
social media before delving into the patterns of
social media usage at the work place
particularly in the case of the ZDF. According to
Mhiripiri and Mutsvairo (2013) social media in
Zimbabwe has aided organisations through
business linkage and political platform for
participation especially for political parties.
Chari (2013) further notes that the utility of
social media ex tends to research and
development, entertainment, socializing and
relationship building. Additionally, Chiyadzwa
points out that social media could also be
educational and be an eﬀective tool for
information dissemination as this enhances
work productivity.

In this article, social media is deﬁned as any
services that allow any organisation or
individual to connect with other people of
similar interests and background. Usually social
media consists of a proﬁle, various ways to
interact with other users and ability to setup

National security is the ability of a nation to
protect its internal values from external threats
(Berkowitz & Bloke, 1965). Cohen & Tuttle (1972)
opines that security is protective conditions
that the nation acquires in order to protect itself
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FINDING THE DELICATE BALANCE BETWEEN
SOCIAL MEDIA USAGE & NATIONAL SECURITY CONCERNS
infrastructure on computer networks for their
procedures (Lewis, 2002). The world over
nations are grappling on how they can
eﬀectively counter cyber terrorism. Cyber
terrorism calls for vigilance by nation states and
being well resourced in terms of equipment
and human resource. Terrorists, such as Al
Qaeda have managed through because they
easily make use of social media. For example,
the September 2013 siege at the Westgate Mall

from internal and external threats. Zimbabwe
passed its Zimbabwe National Security Council
Act on 4 March 2009. The Act provides for the
establishment, composition and functions of
the Zimbabwe National Security Council; and to
provide for matters connected therewith or
incidental thereto. It is under this Act that issues
to do with social media can be scrutinized so as
to come up with an eﬀective Cyber Bill intended
to achieve national security.

I t i s a f a c t t h a t i n fo r m a t i o n
advancement has been
acknowledged by a number of
scholars and experts as 'double
edged' in that it has a number of
beneﬁts and at the same time some
threats that arise from irresponsible
usage. An example of the beneﬁts
of using social media is the
Westgate Mall attack in Nairobi,
Kenya on September 2013 where
Twitter became a crucial channel of
communication between the
government, emergency
responders and the public,
Westgate mall in Nairobi, Kenya on September 23, 2013 during a terrorist attach
facilitating the emergency
management of the event.
in Nairobi, a popular shopping destination for
However in other cases social media have been
tourists, expatriates, and the Kenyan elite, is the
used by Islamist groups for propaganda
most recent successful high proﬁle terrorist
activities aimed at making public successful
attack in the country since the Al Qaeda attacks
terrorist attacks and consequently throwing
in 1998 .Since then to date there have been
civil population into a panic. Zimbabwe has not
numerous small-scale attacks on civilian and
been spared too as reﬂected by what happened
state targets in recent years, many of which are
in January 2019 after social media was used to
attributed to Al Shabaab or its sympathizers
incite violent demonstrations. The
(Kimutai,2012). lt is therefore critical for
demonstrations claimed six lives, thus posing a
servicemen to be conversant with issues to do
threat to national security. In Nigeria, the
with cyber terrorism so that they do not fall
terrorist group, Boko Haram, has perpetually
prey.
used social media to distribute its propaganda
messages and incite violence that has claimed
Social networking sites make secret
many lives.
information more insecure; this should be clear
to ZDF oﬃcers and men. During such
operations photos may be taken and uploaded
on the social network but some of these
pictures maybe detrimental to national
security. So how to balance the positives and
negatives is a position which needs to be
established.
In Zimbabwe, social
media
freedoms are guaranteed by the Constitution of

Cyber terrorism is simply the use of computer
network tools to damage vital national
infrastructures, for example transportation,
government installations (Janczewski, 2008).
Many theorists and scholars raised concern that
cyber terrorism is growing at high speed due to
dependency of nations and critical
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Social
Media

National
Security

the country which is the supreme law of the
One of the main area that has threatened
n a t i o n . Fo r t h e Z D F i n f o r m a t i o n a n d
national security is the occurrences of disasters
communication is guided by a number of
and that requires quick responses by the
regulations such as the ICT security policy, the
military and disaster teams to save lives. Social
ZDF I nformation, Communication and
media has played a major role in Haiti's
Telecommunication (ICT ) Policy and the
earthquake, Japan's tsunami, from the Katrina
Zimbabwe ICT2015-2020 Policy. The ZDF policy
hurricane to the Californian wildﬁres, from the
is subject to continuous improvements
Virginia Tech shootings to the Norwegian island
t h ro u g h re c o m m e n d a t i o n s w h i c h a re
massacre, from the upheavals in the Middle East
approved by the ZDF policy makers in
to the
English
riots,
peer-to-peer
conjunction with other security services. This
communications, through mobile phones and
policy serves to outline and prescribe the
social media, text and instant messaging
appropriate required minimum social media
applications, blogs, wikis and web
security standards to be adhered
fora, become the designated ways for
to by the ZDF staﬀ and third
citizens to be involved and active in
parties that interfere with and or
society, in crisis events.
use of ZDF ICT assets. ZDF ICT
‘ZDF ICT
Security Policy ensure that the
Security Policy
ensure that the
The beneﬁts of social media in
employees and third party
employees and third
party
service
providers
enhancing national security were
service providers to the ZDF,
to the ZDF, utilize the
ZDF ICT assets
evident
during and after Cyclone Idai
utilize the ZDF IC T assets
eﬀectively in line
with the ZDF strategic
that aﬀected Zimbabwe and
eﬀectively in line with the ZDF
objectives. ‘
Mozambique, in March 2019. Social
strategic objectives.
media proved to be handy to the ZDF
in their relief operations. Pillay, van
While there is these security
Niekerk, and Maharaj (2010) suggest
regulations in place, lack of
that military units participating in such
media and information literacy
activities should incorporate social
among some members has
media
platforms
into
their
resulted in cases of misuse of
communication
procedures to
social media to communicate
improve their ability to communicate,
classiﬁed information. In other
coordinate, and share information with
countries like India, a predominant
other national military and civilian relief
framework of India's national security has to
workers. Citizens' engagement, strongly
take cognizance of military and non-military
enabled
by social
media and mobile
dimensions in terms of both external threats
technology, is supporting the dissemination
and internal challenges to its regional integrity
of information, often critical and accurate,
and national unity. This has ensured that
into the public sphere, providing eyewitness
national security is achieved, especially with the
accounts, sending
aler t
messages,
military at the fore front championing national
exchanging evacuation and rescue
security. In the case of China, one scholar,
experiences, searching and publishing eventBeckley (2018) highlighted that one of the most
related information, volunteering goods
popular Chinese mobile social media sites
services and collecting donations. More than
WeChat, with over 938 million monthly active
mere information distribution tools, these
users, was shut down by the government in
technologies connect people and information,
2016 over concerns on social media's impact on
establish collaboration mechanisms, create
national security. One of the issues that raised
informal networks and build no boundary
concern was that of an estimated 20 million
communities.
accounts that oﬀered sex from women
traﬃcked for prostitution.
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Information
Security
Corner
By Master Sergeant Matupa M

CONFIDENTIALITY, INTEGRITY & AVAILABILITY
AS CORNERSTONES OF INFORMATIONS SECURITY IN THE AFZ

T

encryption, a method of obfuscation of
information so that it becomes unreadable to
other than authorised persons, passwords,
ﬁrewalls, two factor authentication. All these are
but ways of protecting access to information so
that it stays within the conﬁnes of only those
that need to know it. To achieve conﬁdentiality,
it is paramount to ensure that information is
passed on a need-to-know basis. Avoidance of
shared credentials, availability of audit trails and
traceability mechanisms mapping individuals
to speciﬁc actions helps to prevent breaches.

he CIA triad or the CIA of information,
commonly misconstrued for the Central
Intelligence Agency is a generic template
modelling the design principles of information
policies security policies within organizations.
Conﬁdentiality, integrity and availability (CIA) is
an organisation with facets underpinning
information security. If any one of these three
links in the security chain is breached it can have
grave consequences for any organisation, the
AFZ included.
But just what is this animal?

Maintaining information integrity is key in
ensuring that the chain is unbroken. Nowadays
so much information ﬂows to and from
individuals and corporates via
diﬀerent websites. It is important
that no-one but the intended web
site can decrypt the information.
Integrity suﬀers from
interception attacks.

Conﬁdentiality alludes to the protection of
information from other than authorised
persons. It is perhaps the most obvious
aspect of the CIA and
correspondingly, it is also the one
which is attacked most often. On
the other hand, integrity is the state
of being whole and uncorrupted. It
is the ability to ensure that data is
accurate and unchanged
representation of the source form.
Availability begs that information be
forthcoming as and when needed for use in the
AFZ. BIG DEAL.

Cunning individuals intercept some
important data and make changes to it
before sending it on to the intended receiver.
Imagine if your mobile bank transfer was to be
modiﬁed from say ﬁfty ($50) to read ﬁve
hundred and ﬁfty ($550) and diverted to a
covet account. The gravity of such a mishap
goes without saying.

Just how important is this in our day to day
business?
Conﬁdentiality asks so many questions that beg
for answers. For instance, how secure is our
information in the AFZ? How secure does it need
to be? What are the best methods and practices?
Are physical protections like locked doors,
fences, security guards, surveillance cameras,
safes enough for our needs or do we need
electronic or logical protection mechanisms like

Questions to answer when it comes to integrity
are: How correct is the information? Has the data
been modi ed during retrieval, in transit or in
storage? How best can we maintain integrity? To
include but not limited to hashing of ﬁles and
information, implementing check sums during
data transfer integrity. Also paramount to
remembering the consequences and losses

to page 33

“Our Wings are the Fortress of the Nation”

33

AFZ

joins the nation in mitigating
climate change
through

TREE
PLANTING
environment and may cause harm to climate and
food security and it is the responsibility of every
citizen to conserve our forests. Air Marshal Elson
Moyo, said that cutting down of trees for ﬁrewood
and tobacco curing is causing danger to our
environment and citizens are encouraged to
substitute timber with other materials. "Human
activities such as cutting down of trees for
ﬁrewood, tobacco curing, construction and
forest ﬁres are causing deforestation and
citizens are encouraged to plant trees. Other
nations are replacing the use of timber with
plastics, ﬁber glass and rubber," said Air Marshal
Moyo.

deforestation. Violet Makoto said the Forestry
Commission is working ﬂat out to come up with
strategies to curb deforestation and encouraging
citizens to use non timber products. "Tobacco
farming has been ﬂagged as one of the
agricultural activities that has a devastating
impact on our forests and for that we are driving
the Tobacco Wood Energy Program (TWEP) to
encourage farmers to grow their own source of
wood for tobacco curing," said Violet Makoto.
Forests are a stabilising force for the climate. They
regulate ecosystems, protect biodiversity, play an
integral part in the carbon cycle and provide
goods and services that can drive sustainable
growth.

Tree planting remain the primary response to

CONFIDENTIALITY, INTEGRITY & AVAILABILITY
AS CORNERSTONES OF INFORMATIONS SECURITY IN THE AFZ

from page 33

Information is a general term referring to data
stores, meta-data and databases. It is the
objective of the CIA "watchdog" to protect the
interest relying on the integrity of information
and systems as well as communications that
deliver the information from harm resulting
failures in CIA.

resulting from lack of integrity.
Of great importance is the assurance that
information concerned is readily accessible to
the authorised user at all times. Availability is
compromised by attempts to deny access to the
appropriate user, either for the sake of
inconveniencing them, or because there is some
secondary eﬀect. For instance, the prevalence of
industrial espionage where one breaks the web
site for a particular search engine, to make a rival
may become more popular. Ensuring uptime
and data access to all users at all times is key. This
can be achieved by creating redundancy in
system design including component data paths.
Regular scheduled and oﬀsite back plans are
also key. Incident response plans as well as fall
back and disaster recovery plans are critical in
ensuring that even in times of disaster, some
services can still be restored while repair to
primary site is being done.

These facets guide the production, distribution,
maintenance and enforcement of security
policies and plans. Complimentary to this,
understanding the agreed, current and future
security requirements of AFZ security assets,
systems and existing security frameworks helps
to protect against the threats that inherently lie
dormant in our everyday operation.
Implementation of a set of security controls
support the information security policy to
manage risks associated with access to services
and information and systems.
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AFZ WOMEN SHINE
IN SPORTS
By Flight Lieutenant E.R Jombo

O

Gasa has also won many gold and silver medals
and has also been voted the Most Valuable Player
and Best attacker in most of the games she has
played. She believes that, "Women in sport defy
the gender stereotypes and social norms that are
placed on them by our patriarchal society and
show men and women as equal''.

ver the years women have actively served
in the military in various roles which
include being actively involved in conﬂict
and peacekeeping missions. Sporting activities
such as boxing, soccer, football and golf used to be
male dominated but women have also ventured
into these male dominated ﬁelds thereby defying
the status quo. The world over women have been
using sports as a force to amplify their voices and
tear down gender barriers and discrimination.
Women in sports defy the misperceptions that
they are weak or incapable.

Boxing is one of the sporting discipline that has
seen a rise in women participation. Boxing is a
sport that empowers human ambition and drive
unlike any other sporting discipline. The physical
preparation that the boxers go through before a
ﬁght is rigorous and the adrenaline rush after a
well-deserved victory is irreplaceable. Women in
boxing are not only there as ﬁghters but rather are
t r a i l b l a z e r s a n d a d v o c a t e s fo r w o m e n ' s
empowerment.

The Air Force of Zimbabwe (AFZ) values physical
ﬁtness and thus encourages its oﬃcers and
members to be actively involved in sports as
evidenced by the hosting of annual Inter-Base
Sporting Competitions where AFZ Bases compete
in diﬀerent sporting disciplines. The role of sports
in empowering women has also been noted by the
organisation and thus it has accorded equal
opportunities for both men and women to
represent the AFZ in many diﬀerent sporting
disciplines locally, regionally and internationally.

Sergeant Maphosa Rudo is one of the AFZ women
who have deﬁed the myth that women are weak. In
an interview Maphosa revealed that since she was
young she has always been interested in sports
which are more masculine. She argues that she has
also taken part in rugby and has also had the
opportunity of playing for the national team, the
Cheetahs from 2011 to 2015 before joining the
Zimbabwe
Defence Forces (ZDF) women
boxing team in 2019. Maphosa believes that
everyone has the ability to excel in whatever one
puts their heart and mind to. She is driven by her
motto ''if others can do it what then can stop you?''
She argues that women boxers are trying to
change the status quo and to be the agents of
change so that other women who want to take part
in the sport have an easier road and an opportunity
to make a living the same way men do.

Born in 1995 in Masvingo Air Lieutenant Progress
Chikomborero Gasa embraced sports as one of the
ways which women can use in empowering
themselves in the society. Although her mother
did not support her love for volleyball, this did not
stop her and through volleyball she was able to
further her education up to university level from
the scholarships she was awarded by playing the
sport. Air Lt Gasa argues that sports have the
power to change lives and is one of the drivers of
gender equality due to its ability to teach women
and girls teamwork, self-reliance, resilience and
conﬁdence.
Air Lt Gasa has been privileged to take part in both
beach and indoor volleyball. She has had the
opportunity of playing for the Zimbabwe National
Team under 19, the University of Zimbabwe
Volleyball Club and the Manyame Falcons. Air Lt

Through socialization women and girls are raised
to be gentle and sweet, when asked what really
motivated her to choose this aggressive sport,
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AFZ
WOMEN SHINE

IN

SPORTS
Sgt Maphosa argues that boxing is not
all about punches and ﬁghting but
however it also teaches you discipline
and perseverance. 'Being a boxer, you
have to watch your weight and choose
wisely the kind of food that you eat', she
said. She highlighted the rigorous
exercise that one has to undergo in order
to lose the weight gained. The rules of boxing state
that a person should not ﬁght a person with weight
which is not in her category. Thus in order for one to
continue competing in that category one has to
make sure that her weight does not change.

however they were segregated or even excluded
from joining golf clubs until the late 19th century.
Golf was considered to be a gentlemen's game and
it was only in the 1900 when women were also
allowed to take part in golf tournaments.
According to a study which was conducted by
Sports and Leisure Research Group (SLRG) 2016
entitled "A New Context for Business Golf,' most of
the female executives who play golf agreed that
golf helped build conﬁdence and was also an
important tool in networking for business. Master
Sergeant Mazwi who is one of the female golfers in
the AFZ also supported this notion arguing that
playing golf is a great networking tool for building
relationships with people from diﬀerent
organisations and it has also helped her in
boosting her conﬁdence. "Golf has also helped me
to become more disciplined, comfortable in taking
risks and more assertive" she says.

Women in sports are breaking new boundaries,
chasing their dreams and proving that they are
equally as good in sports as men. Flight Sergeant
(FS) Nyahunye Thanks is one of ﬁve female FIFA
referees in Zimbabwe. FS Nyahunye always had a
passion for sports even at a tender age. She later
joined refereeing in 2009 and rose through ranks.
In an interview Nyahunye argues that it wasn't an
easy road to become a certiﬁed Class 1 FIFA Centre
referee. She further argues that, "Oﬃciating in a
men's soccer match is a huge challenge because
some of the men provoke you and insult you just
because you are a woman''.
She however argues that working as a referee has
taught her to be strong and to be able to stand on
her own and overcome some of the challenges
that she faces in executing her duties. She
encourages other ladies who want to venture into
refereeing to be strong and fearless, "Do not fear, if
you fear you won't go anywhere. No pain no gain.
We have been through far worse than this, thus
with conﬁdence and motivation we will make it".
Women have been involved in golf as early as 1552

The role of sport in the empowerment of women
can never be over emphasized. The involvement of
women in diﬀerent sporting disciplines has also
shown the creative ability of women, their strength
and resilience in surviving against all odds. Sports
have also been used to promote peaceful
coexistence, economic empowerment and social
relevance for women as well as build life skills in
women.
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Sgt Mpofu (on start blocks) with ZDF track Coaches MS Masike
left and Sgt Moyo behind helping him with starts and reaction
practice ahead of a race that same evening.

AFZ MEMBER AIMING TO BE THE NEXT USAIN BOLT
By Nyakonda F

O

races such that he was selected to represent
Zimbabwe on many encounters as a junior
and senior athlete.

n your Marks, Set, Go ... A sprint is a
short running
race with three
diﬀerent types
of sprinting
distances namely 100m, 200m and 400m
races. An Air Force of Zimbabwe (AFZ)
member, Sergeant Mpofu
Cadwell, has made his mark as
one of the fastest sprinters in
the AFZ and at national level.
The sprinter has now set his
sights on a higher target of
competing at Olympics in
Tokyo, Japan 2021.

After joining the Air Force of Zimbabwe in
2012, the athlete took the
opportunities in the AFZ to further
develop his talent. As a result,
Sergeant Mpofu has become one
of the top ﬂight athletes in
Zimbabwe. As testimony of his
excellence, he has competed in a
number of countries such as South
Africa, Nigeria, Botswana,
Mozambique, Zambia, Angola,
Born on 15 July 1993 in
Mauritius
and China. Currently he
Matopo Mat-South, and he
is sailing on a personal best of
attended numerous primary
10.21 seconds for the 100m race
schools including Matopo
P r i m a r y, A m a s w a z i a n d Sgt Mpofu displaying some of and 22.05 seconds for the 200m
Thembiso Primary schools. his international achievements race. Sergeant Mpofu said that his
immediate goal was to improve his
After completing his primary
best time for the100m race to be under 10
education, he enrolled at Matopo High
seconds while his future goal was to be
School for his secondary school education.
mentioned alongside track legends such as
It was during this period that he developed
Usain
Bolt.
his sprinting talent and passion for the
short distance track events. He started oﬀ
with competing in 1 00m races but as years
As a serving member, he has represented
passed he began to take interest in the
the Zimbabwe Defence Forces at the World
200m and 400m races. He excelled in the
CISM Games held in China in 2019. He said
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AFZ MEMBER AIMING TO BE THE NEXT USAIN BOLT

Sgt Mpofu (centre) with training partners
Simon Murairwa (left) and Leavson Mapfuwa
(right) in Wuhan China.

RD

Sgt Mpofu 3 from right with teammates in
Luanda, Angola before race

the experience was an important learning curve as he competed against top Olympian athletes
such as Abas Abas from (Bahrain). He said that after the event he made friends with the athlete
and now they share training programs which Sergeant Mpofu is using in his preparations for
the Olympic qualiﬁers next year in Botswana and Zambia. He noted that while Covid-19
pandemic had killed the rhythm for his preparations, he has remained focused and was
working hard towards Africa Championships in Algeria late this year.
The athletics journey has however not been smooth sailing as he had to overcome a number of
challenges. He gives much credit to the Commander AFZ and all the AFZ oﬃcers and members
who have continued to support him throughout his journey. He also gave special mention to
Phakamile Lismat and Zibusiso Nyoni who helped him develop as an athlete through their
coaching skills and belief in him.
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AFZ BASES AT THE FOREFRONT OF PRESERVING
CULTURE AND HERITAGE

J

osiah Tungamirai Air Force Base (JT AFB) in conjunction with the
Midlands Province Department of Arts and Culture took the initiative
to celebrate Zimbabwe's culture by hosting the JT AFB Culture Expo
on the 7" of September 2019, following a declaration by UNESCO (2001)
that each and every nation should observe and spare a day on the calendar
to celebrate its culture. This particular event was intended to showcase
diversity of the Bases' environments in the areas of culture, cuisines, dances
and artefacts, attracting over400 participants and guests.
The Base organised and mobilised materials to resource the event through
its own initiative and donations from local stakeholders and the local
business community. The event was launched with huge audience and
cultural participants from all the eight districts of the Midlands Province
who gave presentations and solidarity messages, artistic and cultural
exhibitions, traditional and cultural performances among others.
The main event kicked oﬀ on the 6" of September with performances,
rehearsals and rituals which were spearheaded by Zimbabwe National
Traditional Healers Association (ZINATHA) which performed rituals during
the night into the morning appealing to the spirits to vindicate the
Province. Participants came from as far as Mberengwa, Zvishavane,
Mvuma, Shurugwi, Kwekwe, Chirumanzu and Gweru General Area.
In delivering the keynote address JT AFB Base Commander Air
Commodore Marcelino Jaya on behalf of the Guest of Honour Brigadier
General Maseko, reiterated that, "Culture is to be upheld at all cost, as it is
the only way to preserve the originality of who we are as a people!" Chief
Mposi of (Mberengwa) in his message also over-emphasized on the
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AFZ BASES AT THE FOREFRONT OF PRESERVING

CULTURE AND HERITAGE
By Air Lieutenant Melissa Zuwaradoka

signiﬁcance of upholding traditions bequeathed to current
generations by their ancestors. Much light was also shed in Midlands
State University (MSU) Professor Vhiriri's speech on academic and
historical outlook of traditions and cultures and how they have always
been sanctiﬁed through generations.

T

he expo went by the theme: Josiah Tungamirai Air Force Base
Cultural Expo: In Defence of our Culture and Heritage. In
awarding the prizes at the end of the Expo after much captivating
performances in dance, poetry, artefacts, food and dress; Varemba from
Mberengwa district under Chief Mposi managed to scoop ﬁrst position in
komba and lemba dance which were wonderfully performed to the awe
and cheering of the crowd. Some of the dances that entertained the
gathering were Gure dance from Shurugwi Dance Group which took
second position, Ben Arinot dance from Kwekwe dance group which was
awarded third position. Other dances performed were Mhande, Mudzimu,
and Chimutali from the general area of Zvishavane and Gweru as well as
Mbira and Bira dance perfomed by Mvuma/Chirumanzu dance groups.
JT AFB showcased multiple artefacts which also saw (Zimbabwe Defence
Forces Women and Wives Association) ZDFWWA from the Base winning
ﬁrst prize in Cultural food preparations, prepared from their culture hut;
while ZINATHA Zishavane took ﬁrst prize in Artefacts and herbs. Eye
catching performances for the reception of dignitaries was done by groups
of performers placed at the entry points to usher the delegates till they
reached the next performers up until the exact venue point. This was
followed by a tour of the culture village and the stands. The well-structured
and beautifully designed culture village had culture huts, one of which was
used by ZINATHA to perform rituals and brew home brewed traditional
beer (seven days) which was given to dignitaries who thoroughly enjoyed
it throughout the day.
The gathering present would sure agree that celebrating culture is a true
delight as it always manages to bring one closer home and dress them
with some sense of belonging. To seal the event Commanding Oﬃcer
Civil Military Relations Wing Commander Pascal Maphosa said," As JT
AFB it is now a mandate to celebrate culture and we have set a date for
every ﬁrst week of September to celebrate our culture which helps to
develop and promote cultural tourism as well as preserve our values
and beliefs.'
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Tips on growing

CABBAGES
. . an Incoming Generating Project
By Flight Lieutenant T. Sibanda & Warant Oﬃcer 2 Chaeruka NP

In this edition dear reader we are going to
explore income generating projects and give
tips on how one can improve their income by
undertaking such a project. The purpose of this
article will be to give tips and guidelines as well
as some of the projects anyone can conduct to
generate a substantial proﬁt.

guideline to implementing successful income
generating projects. In fact the best decision
now must be to determine the nature of the
project, while a project or projects can be any
size from big to small depending on the
intended goal. It is also very vital to note that a
project can take any time from days to decades.

The most common characteristics of a project
include the following: it can have a single
objective or a short list of objectives, it is unique
in nature, must comprise a team of people,
should have a deﬁned time scale and last but
not least it must bring about beneﬁcial change.
Now the complex issue comes on identifying
these characteristics which become our

Practical examples of projects undertaken at
various Air Force of Zimbabwe (AFZ) Farms are
going to be shared. AFZ has a number of
projects at its farms which can also be done at
individual level for both income generation and
food security. Guidelines and tips of one of
these projects is given below for Cabbage
production.

CABBAGE VARIETIES
v Varieties are classiﬁed into groups
according to head size, shape, leaf
characteristics, color and period of
maturity.
v F1 hybrids possess uniformity,
compactness, high yield and other
desirable properties superior to the old
cultivars.
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Tips on growing

CABBAGES
As an Incoming Generating Project

Soil Requirements
Fertile, loamy, soils with good water holding
capacity.
Climate
Best grown in cool, moist climates, (autumn, winter
and spring), although they can be grown throughout
the year.
Land Preparation
Deep plough and disc to a ﬁne tilth.

Population based on head size and time of planting
v
v
v

Early varieties have high plant populations (49 000 – 74 000 plants/ha).
Medium season varieties population ranges 44 400 – 33 000 plants/ha.
Late maturity varieties have lowest plant populations (22 000- 29 000 plants/ha).

Fertilizer Requirements
v Basal dressing, 1000kg/ha seedbed fert (7:21:7) or 600 – 800 kg/ha compound C

( 6:18:15).
v 25-50 tones/ha Kraal manure incorporated at least 4 weeks before transplanting.
v 400-600kg/ha. A.N top dressing 3 times at 3 weeks intervals after transplanting.
v Fertilizer borate at 30-35 kg/ha 110 g borax/10 square meters if there is boron
deﬁciency.
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Diseases

Shortly before transplanting, apply to ﬁeld
capacity at a depth of 90-100cm. Water is then
further applied According to water consumption,
at about 80% of the evaporation from a Class A
evaporator.
Minimum moisture levels of 35mm in sandy soils
and 45mm in heavy soils are permissible.
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CABBAGES
As an Incoming Generating Project

Weed control
Herbicides: Metolachlor, Dual

Diamond back moth

Cabbage web worm
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Tips on growing

CABBAGES
As an Incoming Generating Project

Irrigation
ü
Shortly before transplanting, apply to ﬁeld capacity at a depth of 90-100cm. Water is then
further applied According to water consumption, at about 80% of the evaporation from a Class A
evaporator.
ü
Minimum moisture levels of 35mm in sandy soils and 45mm in heavy soils are permissible.

Harvesting
Harvesting for 15 to 20 days at maturity.
Yield
Open pollinated varieties yield 130-150 tons/ha.
ü F1 hybrids yield 130-150 tons/ha
Market
ü Local markets mainly as fresh or dried
Dear reader be on the lookout for the next income generating project in our edition for the
last quarter.
Contact: Flight Lieutenant Tulani Sibanda is an Agronomist and can be contacted on this
number 0773 543 763
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A tale
M L I TA R Y
D SCIPLINE &

MENTAL ENDURANCE inculcated
By Air Lieutenant Melissa Zuwaradoka
through TRAINING

Y

You do not just get to wake up and put on
that uniform, you need to work ﬁrst. "This is a
military training school not the Salvation
Army", it still made resounding echoes in my mind. I
could no longer lift my head to look at him, knees
and elbows to the ground, he didn't have to say no
more, my body was so tired and worn out, proof
that indeed there was no salvation nearby for
me. Everything I had was taken away from me,
heart-broken, dreams shattered, hope-lost to God
knows where; but still, I could manage to stand,
which to me meant I still had a bit more ﬁght in me. If
only I could try a little bit harder, maybe, just maybe I
would survive. I kept telling myself as long as I can
still stand on my own two feet I would rise from the
ground and stand ...to fall again ...and rise.

Nobody told me it was going to be easy, it is what it is
... Military Training. Calisthenics, workouts, long
exhausting road runs, Physical training (PT) with
apparatus, lift and run, rolling, crawling, duck walks,
German tank, combat pushups, bar chin ups,
sleepless nights, deep freezing, obstacle crossing
and many more. I need to draw strength from a
place deep within me which I never knew existed. I
know my future lifestyle that I sought had to
resonate with me deep inside, somewhere. I have to
want to serve my country ﬁrst, therefore calling for
me to ﬁnd the physical pain of exhaustion was a
personal challenge. Of course there had to be many
who had gone before me and succeeded. My mind
said others had completed this-why couldn't I? After
all, the battle was indeed in the mind. I desperately
needed to develop mental discipline. Having seen
those who went before me and endured helped me
redirect that inner voice to now say", what you are
enduring is not impossible.

I tried so hard in my mind to scout for all those
lectures about never giving up, but the same
mind is sure those kind of lectures were meant for
less demanding situations. Yes they said winners
never quit, and I badly want to come out a winner in
this one but I am so tired, never imagined this kind of
tiredness. I am afraid of doing this all the way, but
then again I vividly remember how my mother used
to tell me ninety nine percent of our fears are in the
mind. What does that even mean right now? My
mind is telling me I can still do it and I can always try
again tomorrow, but my body is saying I might not
even live to see tomorrow. It's a conﬂict of body and
mind. A voice inside me wants me to cheat on my
limits, I am tired, yes, but my mind is saying I can still
take in some more pain. I know the voice that makes
me want to quit has to be silenced. I am truly worn
out, but I have to keep going and that is my only
option.

I started thinking in a more positive way. If I had
chosen another life, college or civilian job my time
away from the classroom or the oﬃce would have
been my own. I could have decided on my own
when to get up, when and what to eat, when to
study and what to do after hours. No one would
have spoken to me about the shine on my shoes and
the length of my hair. It wasn't to mean I would not
ﬁnd discipline in life; however, my path to maturity
could have been no doubt slower. The discipline and
habits that young people form in the military are
carried with them long after they leave service, but
for me to contribute to that tale I needed my mind
to be strong and command strength to the rest of
my body.
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as good as their weakest link.
Leadership: As duty student on course, the ﬁrst
person I need to be able to lead is myself. I also
needed to learn to be a good follower as it is just as
important to be able to receive and execute
commands as it is to be able to give them.

As days went by you start mastering the important
things in the military, discipline and its beneﬁts,
waking up early to develop a stable routine
because the most productive people are early
risers, taking care of my appearance placing
special emphasis on cleanliness, grooming and
uniform. Cleanliness is naturally sanctioned when
living in such close proximity to others. Life in the
military teaches some very useful skills, traits and
habits and it is no doubt one of the most deﬁning
periods in life. Arriving at basic military training I
quickly realised I
had been thrown into a
completely foreign environment and had to learn
fast to survive. I either had to adapt and learn fast or
get out.

Later on a few years anon when I became a soldier
I started to shoulder leadership responsibilities
gradually, becoming an oﬃcer, being thrown in the
deep end, given signiﬁcant leadership
responsibilities early in my career. It was indeed a
process learning that leadership is not hierarchical,
yes, the hierarchy is there, but if I have to rely on my
rank as a leader then I would have failed. I'm
constantly learning that people should follow me
because I'm competent, eﬀective, and trustworthy
and because my character commands respect.

Lessons learnt:
Being organised and eﬃcient:
Everything in the recruits must be
organised, uniform, personal
belongings, equipment, papers and
the general surrounding areas.
Keeping t and healthy: Recruits
are usually pushed to their physical
and mental levels. Physical training
is a way to test people and help
them break barriers, apart from it being
a means to keep ﬁt.
H av i n g t e n a c i t y : Wi t h m i l i t a r y
discipline where others quit because it is
too hard, one pushes themselves to
make it happen.
Teamwork: learning the importance of
working as a team, putting aside my
individual needs for the needs of the
team. Making sacriﬁces for the collective good. At
training, the person who makes a mistake is
exempt from punishment and stands by and
watches while everyone has to complete the
punishment, teaching the team that they are only

I have to appreciate how the mind and body are
capable of a great deal more that anyone can ever
realise. I learnt to push myself hard enough to
discover my full potential, but with my experience in
the military I learnt to punch through my own
resistance and achieve results against all odds.
Running up the hills with bags of bricks, keeping
myself awake during a watch, dealing with lack of
sleep and food, all taught me to push through
mental and physical barriers. I was put into so many
diﬃcult situations and I learnt to become
comfortable with being uncomfortable. The battle
was really in the mind, I had to discipline my mind
ﬁrst and the rest of my body became tough and
tenacious.
The body needed a mental workout that challenged
the mind and pushed it to new limits. This would
yield greater physical results as well as develop
mental strength and character. It took some going
to master all this, but eventually the end indeed
justiﬁed the means.
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Mother I’m back
By Bernard Yombayomba
The libations were poured by the svikiros, who
because of their communal sacredness earned much
awe from villagers within and without their
proximity. The most popular of these was 'Svikiro
raChipoperwa'. He had some profound sacred secrets
he knew that were good and also bad for his
community. Secrets are the soul of spiritual power. It
is a matter of intricate oracular directives received
from the supernatural about mankind that made
Chipoperwa to earn so much respect. Now, because
some of the comrades revered these beliefs, they
would consult him on the forthcoming events that
could be favorable or not. The black priest at Silveira
Catholic mission would refer to Chipoperwa as a host
of bed-ridden demons. That was somehow farfetched, but Chipoperwa would laugh and say, “These
little boys will never be white.” Sometimes to
demonstrate his supernatural prowess, he would on
the day of libations, summon elders and tell them that
he was going into the dam, deep down, to take the
ﬁnest slime under water and bring a handful of it out
as evidence that he reached the deeper most part of the
dam. The dam must have been deeper enough to
swallow the tallest pine trees the human eye has ever
seen. The slopes of the dam seen from the crest of the
dam-wall to the foot of it would measure around three
hundred and ﬁfty meters which brings one to the
totality that if the sloping distance was around such a
ﬁgure, then the perpendicular distance from the water
level in the dam to the slime was around four hundred
meters. But on a normal day, persons who became
known in the world for covering a distance of four
hundred meters on feet running, did so in seconds.
Was this the same with the Svikiro? Well, when he
jumped into the water he would take two to three
minutes before appearing back on surface, a time
where a bad joke can be made and it gets corrected
after some obvious misunderstanding. He could have

been a mariner but no he was a Svikiro! If the slime
was held with a left hand, there was a bad omen
coming, if the slime was held with a right hand, some
good news would ensue within ﬁve consecutive days
– not sure if ﬁve days was a number coincidental to the
ﬁngers holding the slime. When Chipoperwa was
summoned by the comrades to determine whether
they would overcome or not, he told them they would
overcome attacks from Rhodesian forces but some of
the comrades would be injured. It did not take time
until one morning Chief Mbukuro announced the
disappearance of Chipoperwa. Although Selous
Scouts later came to investigate about Chipoperwa,
information they got never satisﬁed them until they
ignored it.
If one was not careful to observe, on the shores of the
dam there were wooden stairs that appeared from
nowhere into a thicket that buﬀered a certain house
from the dam. Mark Schumpeter was an old ﬁsherman
who owned a farm in the open area at the foot of
mount Hanyanya. Although he was white, his
harmony with the villagers was unusual. Some
thought he was a spy because sometimes Selous
scouts would appear in dirty Land Rovers and
disappear with him, get him into a helicopter and
return him back. But Chiwona villagers who relied on
the dam for irrigation of their gardens, took
Schumpeter as a neighbour, an advisor and over all
one of them. One of them? Was that genuine oneness
when those mud-stuck Land Rovers driven by solemn
men appeared and disappeared back with him? Let's
see. If Schumpeter was a farmer, was he taken to
provide some possible geographical knowledge of the
area, or was he selling out on where the guerillas had
gone to because sometimes he gave freedom ﬁghters a
hand. Ahem! There was a combat helmet that a cattle
herder found. The helmet was written in some faint
inscription, “John Schumpeter”. Many villagers
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knew that the only Schumpeter they had in the area
was Mark and not John, so who was John then? Does
it mean when Comrade Kasikai and his troops were
ambushed near the kopje of Maruta in 1979 when
guerillas like Samboy Mutoko died and Dzvetsverere
lost an arm, Mark Schumpeter had sold out? Ziki? Or
it was this John Schumpeter? Possibly this helmet
could have fallen from some ﬂying object during the
war operations but of those ﬂying objects, a ﬂying
saucer is not one of them, it must be a Rhodesian
reconnaissance helicopter that dropped it by mistake,
a huge mistake that was. Of course, during those days
dropping a traceable item would impair the spirit of
the revolution for a lifetime, so the guerillas were sure
not to commit that mistake. The herder in his own
words said, he found the helmet trapped in a crack
between huge rocks and managed to retrieve it with
his herding expertise.
The beerhalls at Ziki shopping centre were swarmed.
It was on the 17th of April 1980 in the evening. Joy
was palpable among villagers who had for a very long
time never tasted freedom. When twelve o'clock
midnight struck, the euphoria of a free Zimbabwe
caught up with the patronizers and non-patronizers of
the beer hall. The hubbub, the frenzy, the delirium of
never wanting to be subjects again was all over the air.
Music trebled the ever-ﬂowing joy. From enchanters
to Catholic missionaries who were in empathy of the
colonized, for once diﬀerences were set aside and joy
united them. From the nearby dust road that led to
Silveira Mission, mobile beacon ﬁres on sticks would
be seen. The inconsistent and irregular jerks of the
beacon ﬁres showed that somehow a procession of
villagers singing in unison, “Simukai mupembere...”
was approaching. Indeed, it was them, the crowd in
the hall shoved out and welcomed their arriving
mates. One limping villager was among the leading
team of the procession; alas! It was Comrade Kasikai
who had a leg injury which took time to heal because
there was literally no time to rest for him as he would
say, “there is no rest on earth!”
Light showers began steadily pouring, villagers sang
as if that night their voice boxes were somehow
borrowed. A pungwe was being held at Muginyi
village, which was a central in terms of convenience

for all surrounding villages. Some long blond hair
dashed across the beam of light that came through the
cracked wooden door of the kitchen hut where pfuko
yamadzimambo, a local brew was being taken from.
The more the cracks on the wooden door of the
kitchen, the more the light, the dashing ﬁgure became
more visible. It was Schumpeter, Mark Schumpeter! I
am not sure about John. Then, without wasting time
Comrade Kasikai held the raging morale for some
moment and addressed them, “As you all know. That
men are born in an imperfect world, but because of the
road on which they walk on, it is up to them that they
ﬁnd the road to perfection. I know you are happy as I
am”, a sudden chorus of barking dogs broke the
silence, returning memories of the untimely arrival of
Rhodesian forces who would come to ﬁnd out
information about Guerillas, however, the barking
spree could not deter the speaker from his speech
therefore he continued, “but there is one man whom I
could not think was one of us, who held the yoke we
all held, and bore the trauma we all bore, my brother
Schumpeter!”, Drum beats, ululations and all sorts of
noises that express some kind of joy ensued. But was
this not John Schumpeter?
“In every family there is that son, who is chastised for
doing the right thing at the wrong moment, this was
my life ever since war started”, he coughed. His
support to the Guerillas was inborn, surely no amount
of moral lecturing would turn even his fellow whites
to act like him. “I wanted to be a missionary but my
family denied me and I listened to them, but deep
down in my heart when I saw villagers being illtreated, I pictured my own children being in that
position, so I was rent into pieces emotionally, until I
decided to sell out against those who oppressed you,
Kasikai is my brother”, there was silence. “I think
Schumpeter should be called Shumba”, Comrade
Kasikai bellowed, laughter ensued and the pungwe
was on again. Schumpeter became known as Shumba,
though it seemed he liked it, the rhyming relationship
between Schumpeter and Shumba was somehow
spontaneous. One knew of Schumpeter who was
white but his cause was the cause of the blacks. One
knew of some blacks whose cause was the cause of the
whites.
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By WO2 Francis Mbizvo

Demise in the
Quagmire
Dark clouds moved slowly out of the mountain
horizon
Heavily pregnant with water, wind and noise
Sharp winds whistling through the trees
It was a diﬀerent storm brewing
Of course, I had seen many before
The winds tested the roof of our house
Objects ying all around outside
We sat close together as a family
Not in love but in fear
Blinking less to maintain a clear vision

Far and deep in the quagmire
A mass of jeerers or cheerers
Blinkered and gullible many of whom
Eulogising while others lament the unknown
Hideous gimmicks hatching inferno
The vacuous man will surely perish in vacuity
Chewing and nger licking sweet nothing
As master minders shimmer and glow
The brutal brunt of ignorance
High price for little knowledge
Sometimes payable with tears and dear life

A cry for sympathy was futile
The unforgiving storm was overwhelming
The rain harassed even the mountains
Prospects of lightning scared away any helpers
Shaking even the earth our house stood upon

Popular for the wrong reasons
Blubber mouth ahead of a closed mind
They say without relenting
Not even an after thought
The language of silence is alien
When words fail, they act

It was a downpour of calamities
Washing away hope into the sea
Pulling down con dence in shelter
Suppressing team spirit and philanthropy
A little family in fear and in the rains

Blind loyalty is heinous to the meek
Whose vain prayers leash them to slaughter
Whose church is it anyway?
When they don't do it the kingdom way
But desire to see in esh and spirit

The unforgettable phase of our family
Journey of life has to go on
There is a way in the downpour
Thunderstorms come and go
Winds testify the magnitude

In knowledge stay vigilant and prayerful
For the war is not only in esh and blood
Wisdom shall guide thee
To seek acquaintance with life beyond the
horizon

In that pain we are stronger
The big drops washed away our sorrows
Darkness taught us how to maneuver in disasters
Flashes of lightning resembled light at tunnel
end
Thunder energized our feet to keep moving
My individual aftermath

It is a quagmire of lies, deception and
innuendos
Self agrindisement by agent provocateurs
Hypocrites living far from the realities of life
Perhaps in the spirit of darkness not light
Help us God, lest we perish
Like many of our kinsmen past

